Appl. No. 09/623,296 

Reply to Office Action of November 9. 2004 



REMARKS 



Claims 1-7 are pending in the application. These claims were objected to 
as requiring additional distinguishing language. 

Applicants have amended claim 1 in accordance with the Examiner's 
5 suggestion, and all claims are now believed to be allowable. Applicants thank 
the Examiner for his efforts. 

The drawing sheet was objected to as lacking the identification as a 
"Replacement Sheet" at the top — therefore, Applicants have resubmitted the 
amended drawing sheet in Appendix A, with annotated mark-up in Appendix B, 
10 the amended drawing sheet containing the proper identification. 

CONCLUSION 

Inasmuch as each of the objections have been overcome by the 
amendments, and all of the Examiner's suggestions and requirements have been 
satisfied, it is respectfully requested that the present application be reconsidered, 
15 the rejections be withdrawn and that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in 
this case. 



Respectfully submitted, 



20 




(Reg. No. 45,877) 



25 



SCHIFF HARDIN, LLP 
PATENT DEPARTMENT 
6600 Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6473 
(312)258-5779 
Attorney for Applicants 
Customer Number 26574 
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Amendment D 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on January 10, 2005. 



Mark Bergner Attorney for Applicants 
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AlVlENDIVIENT D 



